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IMPROVING YOUR READING SKILLS
Read the text. Then choose the correct answers.

Then and now

Last weekend, I saw my cousin Louise. The last time I saw her was six years ago, and she has changed a lot. She was eight then, and she was short and well-built, and she wore glasses. Now she’s really different. She’s tall and slim, and she plays a lot of sport. She doesn’t wear glasses either.

Louise goes to secondary school now, and she plays volleyball for the school team. At the moment, she’s got a broken arm because she had an accident two weeks ago. Louise normally cycles everywhere, but she can’t go cycling at the moment because of her arm. At school, her favourite subjects are the same as mine: art and P.E. When she leaves school, she wants to be a designer or a P.E. teacher.

Six years ago, Louise came on holiday with me and my family. We went to France and Louise and I stayed in a tent together. There were insects in her sleeping bag and my mum forgot to take some insect repellent. It was very sunny and Louise got sunburn too.  I remember that she wasn’t very happy. This summer, she’s going to come to the beach with us. I think that it will be much better this year, but she should take some suncream this time!

Kerry (15)

1 Louise is ____ years old now.

A twelve    B fourteen    C sixteen

2 We know that Louise ____ 

A wears glasses now.    B is short.    C is taller now.

3 Louise ____ plays sport.

A never    B hardly ever    C often

4 Kerry and Louise like the same ____ .

A subjects    B school    C tents

5 Louise and Kerry ____ to France together.

A are going    B have been    C have never been

Read the text again. Then answer the questions. Write complete sentences.

1 Do you think that Kerry was surprised when she saw Louise last weekend? Why?

   ______________________________

2 Why can’t Louise go cycling at the moment?

   ______________________________

3 What ambitions has Louise got?

   ______________________________

4 What problem did Louise have in the tent in France?

   ______________________________

5 What advice does Kerry have about their holiday this summer? Why?

   ______________________________

Read the text. Then answer the questions. 

English: a world language

English is the international language of technology, pop music, sport, tourism and business. If you surf the Internet, you will find 80 per cent of the information in English. If you turn on the radio, you will always hear songs in English. If you visit all the continents in the world, you will find someone that speaks English.

But English isn’t the most common language in the world. More people speak Chinese than English. English is an official language in more than 50 countries, including India, Jamaica and Pakistan.

Today, people are learning English everywhere. There are about one billion students of English in the world! Every year, 700,000 people visit Great Britain to learn English. 

Will everyone speak English in the future? Experts predict that more people will learn English, but that Spanish will become more popular too. Some people think that Spanish will be more common than English in the future. 

1
Is English the international language of technology?


___________________________________________________

2
If you turn on the radio, will you always hear songs in Spanish?


___________________________________________________

3
Do people speak English in India?


___________________________________________________

4
Did 700,000 people learn English in Great Britain last year?


___________________________________________________

5
Will more people learn English in the future?


___________________________________________________

1
How much of the information on the Internet is in English?


___________________________________________________

2
What is the most common language in the world?


___________________________________________________

3
How many countries have English as an official language?


___________________________________________________

4
How many people study English in the world?


___________________________________________________

5
What other language will become more popular in the future?


___________________________________________________

Read the text. Answer the questions. 

Sarah’s Saturday 

Sarah Hughes is sixteen years old, and she lives in Birmingham. She looks like a normal teenager, but she doesn’t get up late on Saturdays, and she can’t eat fast food! 

That’s because she’s also an athlete, so her day is different from her friends’ routines. Sarah gets up at half past six and she goes to the gym. Then she has breakfast. Later, Sarah meets her sports trainer Simon and they often run, swim or cycle before lunch.

In the afternoon, Sarah can relax more. She sometimes meets her friends and goes shopping. In the evening, they often go to the cinema. She does a lot of sport at the weekend because she hasn’t got much time during the week. She’s at school then, and she can’t think about sport all the time!

1
Is Sarah eighteen years old?

________________________________

2
Does Sarah get up early?

________________________________

3
Do Sarah and Simon go to the gym together?

________________________________

4
Can Sarah relax in the afternoon?

________________________________

5
Has Sarah got a lot of time for sport during the week?

________________________________

Read the text again. Answer the questions. 

1
Where does Sarah live?

________________________________

2
Why can’t she eat fast food?

________________________________

3
What do Sarah and Simon often do before lunch?

________________________________

4
What does Sarah do on Saturday afternoon?

________________________________

5
Where is Sarah during the week?
Read the text. Are the sentences true (T) or false (F)?

My school life

When I started at this school, my first impressions weren’t very good. I didn’t know anyone, so I felt worried and shy. I thought my classmates were very quiet, and the school was big and unfriendly. But after a few weeks I felt much better. I was more relaxed, and I started to make new friends.

Now I really enjoy going to school. I see my friends here every day, and I like most of my classes. This year I’m studying ten subjects. My favourite subject is geography. At the moment we’re doing a project about the environment. It’s about the way the world’s temperature is increasing, and its effect on the weather. I’m definitely interested in studying geography at univeristy.

I also go to an after-school club at school. 

The after-school club is a place where you do other activities, like sports or creative things. 

I go there twice a week. At the moment we’re learning to edit digital photographs on the computer. I think that it’s really exciting. 

Most of my teachers here are nice. The best teacher is Mrs Hammond, my geography teacher. At first, I didn’t like Mrs Hammond because I thought she was too strict. But in fact she’s very friendly. The only teacher I don’t like is Mr Brown. He’s really moody and he gives us too much homework.

Becky (15)

1
Becky always loved her school. 

2
Now she enjoys a lot of her classes. 

3
Becky wants to study geography at university. 

4
Becky goes to the after-school club every day. 

5
At first, Becky thought Mrs Hammond was too relaxed. 

Read the text again. Answer the questions.

1
How did Becky feel when she arrived at this school?


________________________________

2
What is Becky doing in geography?


________________________________

3
What is the after-school club?


________________________________

4
What are students doing at the moment in the after-school club?


________________________________

5
Why doesn’t Becky like Mr Brown?


________________________________
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