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IMPROVING YOUR READING SKILLS

Read the text. 


	A simple life

The Amish people in America live in a very simple, traditional way. They keep animals and produce their own food. They don’t use modern machines, and they travel by horse and cart instead of by car. The children don’t have modern things, like mp3 players or mobile phones. 

So, what is life like in an Amish community? Sam, an Amish boy, says, ‘I love helping my dad with the animals, but sometimes I look at my friends with their laptops and I feel quite jealous. I want one too! I’m interested in playing computer games like everyone else.’ 

Claire, who is twelve, is contented with her life. ‘I don’t mind helping with the jobs around the house, like cooking and cleaning’ she says, ‘and I love feeding the animals! My mum makes all my clothes, so I never go shopping for them. That’s OK, but sometimes I see other girls with make-up and I want to wear some, too. Another thing I want to do is watch TV!’


True or false?

The Amish people have all got cars. ___________
Amish children have a lot of things. _______________
Sam’s got a laptop. _______________
Claire loves buying designer clothes. _______________
Claire isn’t allowed to wear make-up. _______________
Claire wants to watch TV. _______________
 Then answer the questions. 
1
How do the Amish people travel? 

2
What does Sam like doing? 

4
What is Claire not allowed to do? 

1
What is different about the Amish way of life? 

2
Why does Sam sometimes feel jealous?

3
What does Sam want to do?

4
What does Claire do to help?

5
Which two things does Claire want to do?

Read the text. Then answer the questions. Write full sentences and use your own words as much as possible.

	An unusual home

I’m Tim Theakstone and I live in a very unusual home. Most of my house is underground. The house isn’t very big. It’s got a small kitchen at the front, and next to that is a living room, with two comfortable sofas. Behind the living room are the bathroom and the bedroom. 

I live here with my wife, Jenny. She’s in the kitchen at the moment. I usually do the cooking, but Jenny’s cooking today because I’m writing this blog. 

We love our underground home because it’s very good for the environment. The house is very warm because it’s underground, so we don’t need any heating. We’ve also got solar panels. They use energy from the sun to heat water, and that works very well. We’ve always got hot water for a shower. The only problem is that the house is quite dark, but we have lamps in every room, so it’s fine.


True or false?

Tim’s house is under the ground. true
1
The house is big.  
2
The living room is next to the kitchen.  
3
Jenny usually does the cooking.  
4
Sometimes there isn’t any hot water.  
5
The house is quite dark.  
What rooms has the house got?

Why is Jenny doing the cooking today?

How do Tim and Jenny get hot water?

Who is doing the cooking today?

What is good about the house?

Where are the windows in the house?

Why do they have lamps in every room?
________________________________
What is unusual about Tim and Jenny’s house?

What is in the living room?

Read the text. 
	Alexandra Burke

Alexandra Burke was born in London in 1988. She started singing when she was only five. She first appeared on stage at the age of nine, singing with her mother. Alexandra enjoyed performing on the stage and because of this she wanted to become a singer. 

Alexandra left school when she was sixteen because she wanted to concentrate on her musical career. She first entered the TV talent competition The X Factor in 2005, but she didn’t do very well. The judges liked her voice but they thought she was too young to become a star. Alexandra entered the competition again in 2008. This time she won! 

Once again The X Factor had found a star, and, like Will Young and Leona Lewis, who were also winners of this competition, Alexandra Burke became famous.



True or false. 


Alexandra Burke was born in London. true
1
She first sang on stage when she was five. ________________
2
Another member of her family was also a singer. ________________
3
She didn’t stay at school after she was sixteen. ________________
4
In 2005 the X Factor judges didn’t think she was very good. ________________
5
She was the winner of The X Factor in 2008. ________________

Then answer the questions. Write full sentences.
At what age did she first perform on stage?

What did she decide to do after being on stage?

Why did she leave school at sixteen?

Why didn’t she win The X Factor in 2005?

What does Alexandra have in common with Will Young and Leona Lewis?
_________________________________

At what age did Alexandra first appear on stage?
What was her mother’s job? 

When did she first take part in The X Factor? 

How long was her song at number one in Britain? 
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